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HAFJELL 2006: Anja Parson (SWE). Foto: Lise Aserud / NTB

Apart from 2006, WC races in Kvitfjell have been an annual event. After the
Olympics in Torino, the calendar with races for men was full, and there was no room
left for a race in Kvitfjell, since the circus was headed for the East. However, the
possibility to arrange three races in Hafjell Alpine Centre for the ladies is

oftened the blow considerably.

By Svein Mundal

And the WC in Hafjell was a great success. Athletically, but also by 12 hundredths ahead of Anja Parson (SWE). The whole thing

the technical execution of the race and preparation of the course. culminated when Spanish Maria Jose Rienda won the Giant Sla

The three-day event was carried out on a rock-hard layer of ice, lom on Sunday.

the same conditions for all competitors. Just like earlier in the season, the Norwegian results in Hafjell
were poor. Though, Andrine Flemmen ended her splendid WC

The Super-G race on Friday became historic when three racers career in Hafjell. She was celebrated accordingly and given

shared the first place. The 8th place and the winners were thanks for the great effort she has made for Norwegian alpine

separated by no more than 12 hundredths! Unbelievably sports.

exciting, and nothing was determined until bib number 30

reached the finish line. The Supercombination on Saturday also The TV images were really good, especially on Sunday, and Hafjell

turned out to be a thriller, when Kostelic (CRO) ended up winning was showing off immaculate, sunny images from the slope andre.

Results:

SG: Michaela Dorfmeister (AUT), Lindsey C. Kildow (USA), Nadia Styger (SUI)
Comb SG/SL: Janica Kostelic (CRO), Anja Parson (SWE), Marlies Schild (AUT)
GS: Maria Jose Rienda (ESP), Nicole Hosp (SUI), Tanja Poutainen (FIN)
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SG, from left: Lindsey Kildow (USA), Michaela Dorfmeister (AUT) and Nadia Styger (SUI). AP Photo/Giovanni Auletta

Hunderfossen Family Park.Photo Esben Haakenstad

Compared to the WC finals in 2003, substantial changes were made

The most successful new project during the WC might be the

concerning the arena plan. The scene was moved from the north side t@ooperation with Hunderfossen on the distribution of bib numbers on
the south side, so the audience would be able to see the timekeeping Thursday night. The event outside and inside the Troll Hall is a lasting

boards, big screen, and scene in the same field of view. Sponsor
balloons, fan-club banners and small tents framed the arena nicely.
Even with relatively few spectators, the finish area seemed snug and
intimate.
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COMBINED, from left: Marlies Schild (AUT), Janica Kostelic (CRO) and Majg&a Jose Rienda (ESP). Photo REUTERS/Wolfgang Rattay
Parson (SWE) Photo Lise Aserud / NTB

memory for both athletes, coaches, the media, and others.

The 2006 WC in Hafjell will be remembered as a great success. Not least
because of the good athletic conditions. Nice weather, top notch
technical execution of the races, and a variety of entertainment

features made this a high-level event.
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